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Artists Using Science and Technology 


art by Nance Paternoster 


1] Angels, computer 


HI. 


‘s 


H1s1l Angels 


Unusual Gifts 


by Nance Paternoster 
(cover ariist) 


“Calling for Assistance” and “Saint 
Stuart's Cherubium Getup” are two of 
twenty portraits {with more in progress] 
from the 11:11 Angel Series which | 
created during the summer of 1992 
while living in a cabin in the mystical, 
spirittilled woods of Mendocino 
County, California. All twenty of these 
people (like thousands of people around 
the world) share a common experience 
of noticing the number 11:11 
coincidentally and being positively 
guided by the number, some throughout 
their lives, others recently and presently. 
11:11 is also about connecting with 


your Angelic Self and with other angelic — 


sources. Some think this number is a 
trigger number that is pre-encoded in 
our cellular memory banks and when 


we “see it,” it reminds us of what we 


was wonderful. It resulted in the twenty 
portraits | produced that summer, and a 
videotape that includes audio interviews 
of each of the “Angels.” | asked them to 
bring foliage of their choice, foliage 
which they felt “connected” to, for me to 
make individual wings out of. Then | 
asked them to answer a questionnaire, 
basically about their experience of 
seeing the number 11:11 and their 
feelings about Angels. 


To create these portraits, | used a 
Macintosh lIlx computer, Adobe 
Photoshop and Fractal Painter. | printed 
them myself on a Tectronics phaser IIIPX! 
printer onto handcut watercolor paper. 


came here to do in this lifetime. There is 


a movement going on around the planet 
to help lead us to a higher astral plane 
having to do with unity and “oneness” 
as opposed to the “polarity” of the 
olane we currently reside in. 


Having seen the number 11:11 myself 
since | was 18, and having recently 
learned of others' experiences, | felt 
pretty karmicly destined to creatively 
participate in sharing this 
phenomenon. | put stickers all 
around San Francisco 
reading “11:11 Have 
You Seen it lately? 
Call Me 415-64 1- 
1922,” and the 
response 


Computer art by Myrrh 


2 VLE 


News of Members 


The Portland Art Museum has aquired 
three works by DARIA...Ylem members 
whose work was shown or who 
performed at FISEA in Minneapolis in 
November include: Victor Acevedo, 
Bob Brill, Sidney Cash, Stewart 
Dickson, Diane Fenster, Craig Haris, 
Eduardo Kac, Dorothy Krause, Mike 
Mosher, Nance Paternoster, Sylvia 
Pengilly, Sonya Rapoport, Joan 
Truckenbrod, ...Bruce Beasley showed 
new work at the Hooks€pstein Galleries 
in Houston in November.. Jeff 
Weinberg had a show at Cal State 
Fullerton...Look for Les Barta's exhibit at 
the Fine Arts Building at the University of 
Colorado during 
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Covert Culture Source Book 

by Richard Kadrey (New York: St. Martin’s 
Press, 1993). Lists lots of new resources: New 
Music, Books, Zines (including Ylem!), and so 
on. $10.95 


Exploratorium Catalog 

Great for gifts! The Exploratorium not only 
offers nifty gadgets and books from other 
sources, but Exploratorium books of science 
experiments kids and schools can do based on 
their exhibits. Exploratorium Store, 3601 Lyon 
St., San Francisco, CA 94123; 1-800-359- 
9899; fax 415-561-0307 


Fuzzy Thinking: The New Science 

of Fuzzy Logic 

by Bart Kosko (Hyperion/Little, Brown, 1993). 
What is fuzzy logic? A binary logic computer 
selecting tall men would reject any under six 
feet, even someone 511", In fuzzy logic, the 


5°44" man is 90% tall and 10% short, making 


him eligible. Uses: better thermostats, 
automatic transmissions, controllers for arty 


ss. Tobots. $24.95. 


Morph’s Outpost 
Morph’s Outpost on the Digital Frontier is a 


_ new tabloid for multimedia artists, 24 pages of 


technical advice, artist profiles, software 
reviews and more. Rather specialized, but has 
lively layout and an irreverent tone that makes 
it fun to read. Ylem member Michael Gosney is 
on the editorial board. $39.95/yr. Morph’s 
Outpost, Box 578, Orinda CA 94563; 510-238- 
9459; fax -9459; Morph Online 510-238-4554 


Surrealist Chapbooks 


Ylem member Don Webb has released two new 
chapbooks. They’re surreal! The Seventh Day 
and After, available from: Wordcraft of Oregon, 
PO Box 3235, La Grande, OR 97850, and The 
Bestseller and Other Tales, from: Chris 
Drumm, PO Box 445, Polk City, IA 50226 


The Art Pack 


by Ron van der Meer (New York: Knopf, 1992). 
Pop-up book about art, artists, art techniques 
like perspective. Another type of interactivity! 
Also planned: The Music Pack. 


The Compuier: A Tool for Sculptors 


A 50-minute video showing and explaining the 
work of 42 sculptors presented at the last 
International Sculpture Conference, co- 
sponsored by Connecticut College Center for 
Arts and Technology. VHS or PAL format. $40, 
shipping $5 in North America, $15 elsewhere. 
Send orders to: International Sculpture 
Center, 1050 17th St. N.W., Washington, DC 
20036; 202-785-1144; fax -1810 
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Ylem Events 


Ylem Forum: The Fantastic 


Wednesday, January 5, 7:30 pm at McBean Theatre, The 
Exploratorium, 3601 Lyon St., San Francisco. Contact: Trudy Myrrh 


Reagan, 415-856-9593 


Unlike forums that treat a single medium, like 3-D or interactive art, in “The 
Fantastic” we will have the giddy pleasure of seeing many far-out media at once, 
some which fit no known category. Many cutting edges! 


Eugene Tsui: Evolutionary Architecture—architecture that rethinks building materials, 
building shapes and the relation of human structures to the biosphere. 


The Kinetic Square Bubble Sculptures of James Ossi. 


Visions of Reality: Presentation by a world leader in headmounted displays and 
other virtual reality gear. 


Realer than Real: Bill Henderson shows 3-D aerial landscapes that the eye never 
saw. 


Upcoming Forums: 
March 2: Nets and Networking; May 4: Renewable Energy and Solar Art 


December 1993 


January Field Trip to Autodesk 
(Details next month). 


Autodesk in Marin County is known for 
its affordable computer-aided design 
software, AutoCAD. Now it is 
developing an attordable virtual reality 


design tool, variously nicknamed 
"Cyberia" and "cyberCAD. 


Autodesk Founder John Walker says, 


Users struggling to comprehend three 
dimensional designs will have no 
difficulty comprehending or hesitation 
fo adopt a technology that lets them 
pick up a part and rotate it to 
understand its shape, fly through a 


complex design like Superman, or form 


parts using tools and see the results 
immediately. 


Eye of the Vortex, computer art by Ilene Astrahan 


Events 


December 1 
A Day Without Art 


A day each year is devoted to the remembrance 
of people who are afflicted with, or have died 
of, AIDS. Visual AIDS, 212-206-6758 


Through December 2 

Joe’s Digital Diner 

Take a byte out of the best in new media in a 
user-friendly environment. Interactive Happy 

~ Hour (CD-ROMS with your drinks, $3 & no- 
host bar), 5:30-7 pm, Joe’s 3D specials, 7-8 
pm (dinner with showcase, $20, show only, 
$12). Includes Ylem members Mark “Spoon 
Man” Petrakis and Lucia Grossberger-Morales. 
3435 Army St. (at Valencia) Studio #222, San 
Francisco; Resv. 415-824-9394 


Through December 3 

Virtual Reality Vienna “93 (Vienna, 
Austria) 

International Symposium on virtual reality and 
new technologies in computer simulation. 
Contact Dr. Manfred Weiss, IDG Austria, fax 
43-1-523050833; christian.bauer@uibk.ac.at 


December 2 & 4 
Daria and Gary Barclay Open Studio 
& Art Sale (Portland, OR) 


A great chance to meet Ylem member DARIA, 
with selected artworks on sale for up to 50% 

off. Abaci Gallery, 312 NW Tenth, Portland, 

OR 97209; 503-228-8642 


December 2-3 

Hypertext and Al (Karlsruhe, Germany) 
Contact: Susanne Neubert, Univ. Karlsruhe, 
Institut fur Angewandte Informatik und 
Formale Beschreibungsverfahren, Postfach 
6980, D W-7500 Karlsruhe 1, Germany; fel. 
49-721-6084751; fax -693717; 
neubert@aifb.uni-karlsruhe 


December 6-10 

Edugraphics (Lisbon, Portugal) 

First International Conference on Graphics 
Education covers the newest technology and 
teaching directions in all aspects and sub-areas 
of graphics. Held concurrently and at same 
location as Compugraphics 93 on 
computational graphics and visualization 
techniques. Contact: Prof. Harald P. Santo, 
Dept. Civil Engineering, IST-Advanced 
Technical Institute, Technical University of 
Lisbon, Av. Rovisco Pais 1, 1096 Lisboa 
Codex, Portugal; tel/fax 351-1-848-2425; 
d1663@beta.ist.utl.pt 


All events and exhibits occur in the San Francisco 
Bay Area except where noted. 
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December 7, 7 pm 
The Here and Now of Digital imaging 
(New York City) 


Lecture by photoimager and educator Katrin 
Eismann. She is curriculum coordinator at the 
Center for Creative Imaging in Camden, ME, 
and will show examples of design and 
illustration work produced there. The advanced 
equipment used there will be described. $5, at 
the door. The Great Hall, Cooper Square, New 
York City; info: 212-353-4195 


December 10, 7 pm 

Artists Equity Potluck 

Ylem member Eleanor Kent is hosting the 
Artists Equity holiday party, and it is. open to 
artists who want to join. This 50-year-old 
organization lobbies for legislation helpful to 
artists, makes available information to artists 
on permanence of materials, etc., and offers 
group insurance policies. The Northern 
California Chapter is a super group, as well! 
Bring slides and food to share. Eleanor Kent, 
544 Hill St., San Francisco, CA 94114; 
415-647-8503 


December 10-12 

Cyberculture Houston 93 (Houston, TX ) 
An annual exploration of computer art and 
social issues emerging in cyberspace. 
Computer art exhibit, animation show, 
performance, lectures and discussions on 
present and possible future issues related to 
this technology. Cyberculture Houston 93, PO 
Box 52973, Houston, TX 77052-2973; 
713-227-8917; cyber@fisher.psych.uh.edu 


December 11-13 

Multimedia and CBT Conferences and 
Exhibition and Interactive TV 

Convention (Paris) 

Multimedia and CBT Conferences bring 
together major producers of interactive 
multimedia programs. The Interactive TV 
Convention brings together training managers, 
communication directors who are potential 
“buyers.” Contact: 13th Multimedia and CBT 
Conferences and Exhibition, 2 rue 
Amsterdam, 75009 Paris, France; tel. 
(33.1) 42 67 93 80; fax (33.1) 40 53 81 55 


January 5-8, 10 am—6 pm 

MACWORLD Expo 

500 companies present the latest in Macintosh 
technologies. 20 of the 170 information 
conferences are devoted to multimedia. 
Complete expo, $150; exhibits-only, $40 cash 
only at the door. Discounts for registrations 
sent by Dec. 1.Fee includes 6-mo. 
subscription to Macworld. Verbum Magazine 
and Ylem member Michael Gosney plan a Be- 
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In event, Jan. 7, 7 pm-3 am.For discount 
ticket info, call Verbum, 619-944-9977. Held at 
Moscone Center in downtown San Francisco. 
Contact: MACWORLD Expo, Mitch Hall Asso., 
PO Box 4010 Deham, MA 02027; pre-recorded 
info: 617-361-3941 


Exhibits 


Through December 2 

Roman Verostko (Mineapolis, MN) 

Ylem member Roman Verostko shows his 
Epigenetic Art. Verostko has taught the 
computer to make “gestural drawings” that 
have a deeply-enfolded order. The result is 
both esthetically and intellectually satisfying. 
Richard Halonen Fine Arts, Ltd., 89 S. First 
St. #210, Minneapolis, MN 55403; by appt. 
612-338-1885 


December 6-17 

New York Computer Art & Design Show 
(New York City) 

A juried show sponsored by NYC ACM/ 
SIGGRAPH, Computer Artist Magazine, 
Institute for Computer in the Arts and The 
School for Visual Arts. NYC Art Directors Club, 
New York, NY; Info: Timothy Binkley, work 
212-592-2535 


Through December 11 

Digital Illusions (Minneapolis, MN) 
Computer works by Georgiou, Martina Lopez 
and Rochell Woldorsky. Georgiou’s works 
suggest historical remnants of our civilization 
sometime in the future with his montages of 
technological artifacts. Lopez makes fictional 
narratives out of old family photos. Wordorsky 
recalls past landscapes now obliterated by 
suburbs. pARTs Gallery of Photographic Arts, 
2800 Lyndale South, Minneapolis, MN; 
612-870-9074 


Through January 1 

Dancing by Pixelight (Minneapolis, MN) 
A regional gallery exclusively focusing on 
digital media features paintings and drawings 
by Tom Shaff and Liz Dodson. Eye of the 
Storm Gallery, 201 SE Main St. #220, 
Minneapolis, MN; 612-649-4641 


Through January 2 

Psychology 

Understanding Ourselves, Understanding Each 
Other. 30 new hands-on exhibits and activities. 
Includes Love Tape Booth, an interactive 
project in which people make a short tape of 
their feelings about love, by artist and 
psychologist Wendy Clarke. And for the very 
young, Playspace, an area with blocks, water 
and sand toys, musical instuments and other 
activities to help parents observe child 


development in action. McBean Theatre, The 
Exploratorium, 3601 Lyon St., San Francisco; 
415-563-7337 


Through January 4 
one Payne and Sister Judith (Portland, 


A selection of computer artwork by Larry 

Payne from the fine art collection of Gary and 
Daria Barclay. New York City’s Sister Judith 
Savard will also be exhibiting her computer 
fine art. By appointment only. University of 
Oregon Continuation Center, 720 SW 2nd Ave, 
Portland, OR; 503-725-3055 


Through January 8 

The Art of Edutainment (New York City) 
Recent faculty and student work from Pratt 
Manhattan’s Computer Graphic Program. Pratt 
Manhattan Gallery, 295 Lafayette St., New 
York, NY 10012 


December 231-3] 

Computer Museum New Aquisitions 
(Portland, OR) 

Includes works by Michael Gonsalves and 
Thomas Kovacs. Abaci Gallery, 312 NW 
Tenth, Portland, OR 97209; by appt. 
503-228-8642 


Looking In, dye/cast aluminum sculpture by Bruce Beasley 


Ongoing 

Sidney Cash (Palm Beach, FL.) 

Glass sculpture by Ylem member Sidney Cash 
is represented by Heller Gallery of New York 
City. Beginning Dec. 1st, Heller Gallery will 
show his work in its new gallery in Palm 
Beach, FL. Heller Gallery, 205 Worth Ave., 
Palm Beach, FL 


Ongoing 

Underground Public Art Installation 
(Denver, CO) 

A mile-long subterranean light and sculpture 
installation by Leni Schwendinger goes on 
display December 1 in a shuttle train tunnel at 
the new airport in Denver. From moving trains, 
riders will experience a shimmering animation 
of sculptural forms, from miner’s pickaxes to 
hovering satellites. The sequence of lighting 
effects is controlled by computers traditionally 
used to automate assembly lines. Denver 
International Airport 


Opportunities 


Deadline December 2 

Marin County Community Arts Grants 
Grants open to individual artists, arts 
organizations, community organizations/ 
agencies. Projects or events must take place in 
Marin County, actively and directly involve 
non-professionals in artisitc activity, and be . 
completed within 12 months after award 
announcements. Up to $5,000 per grant. Marin 
Arts Council, 251 N. San Pedro Rd., San 
Rafael, CA 94903, 415-499-8350 


Deadline December 8 
SIGGRAPH 94 Upcoming Deadlines 


Here are the first deadlines for the biggest 
computer graphics conference in the country. 
Courses, 12/8; papers, panels, “The Edge,” 
“SIGKids”: 1/5/94; art and design show, 
electronic theater, 1/12/94. You must send for 
a prospectus to learn the various addresses 
that submissions go to. (The art show has a 
decentralized administration). For prospectus 
and info, contact: SIGGRAPH 94 Conference 
Management, Smith Bucklin $ Asso., 401 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611; 312-321- 
6830; Fax -6876; siggraph94@siggraph.org 


Deadline December 10 

Golden Gate Awards 

This competitive section of the 37th San 
Francisco International Film Festival Apr. 22— 
May 12 now accepting applications. New 
Visions, for work challenging the language of 
film and video, where personal expression and 
aesthetic exploration are the primary concerns. 
Entry fees $35 and up. San Francisco Film 
Society, 1521 Eddy St., San Francisco, CA 
94115; 415-567-4641; Fax: 415-921-5032 
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Deadline December 10 
San Francisco International Film Festival 
San Francisco International Film Festival 
awards a Best of Category prize of $300 plus a 
trophy (for Broadcast Television, trophy only). 
There are also Honorable Mentions anda 
Special July Award at the jury’s discretion. The 
selection committee consists of Bay Area film- 
and videomakers as well as critics, 
programmers, distributors and instructors. 
Formats: 3/4", VHS and 16mm. Fees: $30- 
$160. Categories: Film and Video, Broadcast 
television, New Visions, Bay Area Filmmakers. 
Festival Date: April 28-May 12, 1994. Brian 
Gordon, Golden Gate Awards Competition, 
1521 Eddy Street, San Francisco, CA 94115; 
415-921-4641; Fax: 5032 


Deadline December 15 

fab Televison Center (Newark 
Valley, NY) 

Artist-in-Residency Program. Open to U.S. 
artists with prior experience in video 
production. Five-day intensive residency to 
study the techniques of video image 
processing. Supports projects approaching 
video as a unique art practice; partici- pants 
have complete aesthetic control over all 
aspects of the project. Experimental 
Television Genter, Ltd., Box 235-R.D. 2, 
Newark Valley, NY 13811; 607-687-4341 


Deadline December 17 
aa Film and Video Festival (Atlanta, 


The Atlanta Film and Video Festival, 
administered by Image Film/Video Center, 
showcases independent work. Equipment and 
cash prizes are awarded. Formats: 3/4", VHS, 
16mm, Super 8, 35 mm film transferred to 
video. Fees: $35. Categories: Dramatic, 
Documentary, Experimental, Student, 
Animation. June Claire Reynolds, 75 Bennett, 
or , Atlanta GA 30309; 404-352-4225; fax 


Deadline December 20 

Love and Hate (Youngstown, OH) 

Mail art, any size or medium. Show opens in 
1994, Banana Rodeo, P.O. Box 1260, 
Youngstown, OH 44501 


Deadline December 30 
ACME Art Co. (Columbus, OH) 


Accepting proposals for installation, exhibition, 
and video for 1994-95 season starting 8/94. 
ACME Art Co.’s mission is “to discover, 
encourage and develop artists, emphasizing 
emerging, experimental and obscure art forms 
{including interdisciplinary forms).” Stressing 
social and political issues. Submit written 
proposals along with representative work 
samples (max. 10 slides, or max. 10-minute 
video and/or cassette), SASE. Limited 


YLEw ; 


honorarium. ACME Art Co., 737 N. High St., 
Columbus, OH 43215; 614-299-4003 


Deadline January 1 

Helsinki ISEA Conference Submissions 
The Fifth International Symposium on 
Electronic Art will take place in Helsinki, Aug. 
23-28, 1994, with a possible side trip to St. 
Petersburg, Russia. Submit proposals for: 
Installation, performance, concert, workshop, 
network & other projects, papers & panels, 

- electronic theater, listening space and poster 
sessions. For prospectus, contact: ISEA, Ms. 
Kristina Andersson, Univ. of Art and Design 
Helsinki, UIAH Centre for Advanced Studies, 
Hameentie 135 C, 00560, Helsinki, Finland; 
tel. +358-0-7563344; fax -7563537 


Deadline January 1 

Memory /History 

Banff Video Residencies. Send proposals on 
the theme, Memory/History, sought from 
artists, directors, independent producers and 
writers as well as curators and distributors. 
“What happens when new technologies [for 
documentation and revision] meet older forms, 
when one cultural history meets another?” 
Applicants must be mid-career or senior 
professionals with professional development 
needs. Office of the Registrar, The Banff 
Centre, Box 1020 Station 28, 107 Tunnel 
Mountain Brive, Banff, AB, Canada TOL 0C0; 
403-762-6180; fax -6345 


Deadline May 17-22 

24th Annual Educational Film & Video 
Festival 

Oakland and San Francisco. Film, video, 
interactive media productions completed 1/92- 
1/93. Documentaries, live-action shorts, 
dramatic features and shorts, animation, 
classroom programs. $80 and up depending 
on length. National Educational Film & Video 
Festival, 655 Thirteenth St., Oakland, CA 
94612; 510-465-6885; fax -2835 


Deadline Unclear 
Call For Art: Computer Art Postcards 
(Portland, OR 97209) 


ABACI Gallery of Computer Art and the 
Computer Art Museum will be showing a 
special international exhibit of computer art 
postcards in January 1994. Postcards from 
previous computer art exhibits are welcome. 
3x5 photographs will also be included in the 
exhibit. The exhibition will be curated by 
DARIA. Postcards will NOT be returned. All 
postcards exhibited will become part of the 
permanent collection of the computer art 
museum. DARIA Abaci Gallery of Computer 
Art, Computer Art Museum, 312 NW Tenth 
Ave., 312 NW Tenth Ave, Portland, Oregon 
97209; 503-288-8642 


Deadline Unclear 
Public Art, Boston, MA (Boston, MA) 


Permanent and temporary public art will be an 
“essential component” of the Central Artery/ 
Tunnel Project as it rebuilds I-90 and 1-93 in 
Boston. Artery Arts Programs, Central Artery/ 
Tunnel Project, One South Station, Boston, 
MA 02110, 617-951-6000; Fax-0897. 


Alive TV (St. Paul, MN) 

A half-hour national summer public television 
series dedicated to unique and unexpected TV 
productions. It’s.fast-paced, fresh, funny! 
Program features both acquired and co- 
produced short films (narrative, experimental, 
documentary), animation, performance, and 
music videos; must be under 1/2 hour and 
“different in either content or style from 
mainstream media.” Purchase honoraria vary. 
Send 1/2" or 3/4" copy, bios for the 
filmmaker(s), information regarding the film 
(i.e. awards won, distributor(s), etc.). Alive TV, 
KTCA Telecenter, 172 East 4th St., St. Paul, 
MN 55101 


Art & Science Collaborations, Ine. 

(Staten Island, NY) 

Encourages the design and installation of 
electronic, interactive, kinetic, video, etc. 
artworks in NYC public places. Guest speakers 
at monthly meetings, resources, networking, 
national newsletter. Ari & Science 
Collaborations, Inc., P.O. Box 040496, Staten 
Island, NY 10304; 718-816-9796 


Deadline Unclear 
Computer Animation Exhibition 
(Aberdeen, SD ) 


Please submit 3/4", 1/2", or S-VHS videotapes 
of your computer-aided animation. The works 
selected for inclusion in the show will be 
shown on a large screen in our main 
conference room, and in our computer imaging 
studio. The compilation tape will be shown 
weekly until May 15 and will be open to 
students, faculty, and the public. A program 
will be published listing the selected works. 
Send tapes, biographical information, software 
& hardware information, and artist's statement 
(if applicable). Jim Gibson, Director of 
Galleries, Northern State University, 12th & 
S. Jay Streets, Aberdeen, SD 57401 


Deadline Unclear 

Perforations 5 

Perforations 5: Bodies, Dreams & 
Technologies is to be a collection of memories, 
stories and fantasies exploring the relationship 
between the human and the machine, and the 
impact of this relationship on the creation of 
present and near-future cultures. “We value 
noise, chaos, anarchy, dada-streams, 
nonhierarchalization, improvisation, invention 
and wild speculation. (We also tolerate more 


reasoned presentations as long as they avoid 
being too priggish).” Send drawings, 
photography, text, hypertext, computer 
graphics, animation, audio and video explicitly 
experimental on these themes. Public 
Domain, Inc., PO Box 0899, Atlanta, GA 
30306-0899; 404-633-8022; perf5@pd.org 


The SOLART Global Network 1995 


Artists will create solar artworks together July- 
Aug. 1995. Catalog, film and video 
documentation, exhibits. A network of people 
who share the same vision of the Solar Age. 
Technology is used at the most advanced level, 
but only to strengthen the underlying values of 
a critical and creative redefinition of art in the 
Biosphere. The Biosphere concept regards 
living matter in its entirety as the domain for 
the accumulation and transformation of the 
sun energy. The SOLART Global Network 
project addresses how art and artists can share 
this concept of all living matter. Contact: 
Jurgen Claus, Baelen/Belgium; tel. 
(00.32+87) 74.37.91 


Wanted: Tech Artists (Ann Arbor, Mi) 
Artists wanted for contemporary gallery. Two 
1994 shows: “Kinetic Sculpture” and “Art and 
Technology.” Artists in all media encouraged to 
send slides, bio. Alexa Lee Gallery, 1009 W. 
Liberty, Ann Arbor, MI 


Ylem Booth at AAAS 


~ The American Association for the Advancement 


of Science (AAAS), with 55,000 members, is 
holding its annual convention in San Francisco 
Feb. 18-23, and Ylem will have a booth on the 
exhibit floor. Contact: Trudy Myrrh Reagan, 
967 Moreno Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94303; 415- 
856-9593; trudymyrrh@aol.com 


Ylem Newsletter Needs You! 

This newsletter welcomes short articles (500- - 
800 words). Artwork by Ylem artists, especially 
black/white images in vertical format needed 
for the cover (submission guidelines on back 
cover). Deadline: 10th of month. Learn 
valuable desktop publishing and editing skills 
by volunteering for newsletter production. Your 
editor says: “The harsh fact is that | can’t be 
an exhibiting artist and develop exhibition 
opportunities for Ylem artists in the coming 
year yet still do the newsletter month after 
month. Ylem needs to find an understudy, a 
co-editor, preferably on the Peninsula.” 
Contact: Trudy Myrrh Reagan, 967 Moreno 
Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94303; 

415-856-9593; trudymyrrh@aol.com 


Some items reprinted from Art Calendar (PO Box 
199, Upper Fairmount, MD 21867. Subsc. $32/yr.), 
Video Networks (Bay Area Video Coalition), \/0 (NY 
Chapter SIGGRAPH), \SEA Newsletter (Int'l Symp. on 
Electronic Arts), Leonardo Electronic Almanac e-mail. 
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“FF OF 


by Trudy 


Can electronic art enlarge the human 
spirit? Does it? This was “The Art Factor" 

iscussed at the immensely successful 
Fourth International Symposium on 
Electronic Art (FISEA) held in Minneapolis 
in November. 


Jan Hoet, the famed Belgian curator who 
gave the keynote speech, declared artists 
100 illogical to be a part of science. They 
cry with rage at their exclusion from it. 
Theirs is the realm of the intimate and 
subjective...lt was clear from audience 
reaction that electronic artists don't divide 
the world into the same pieces. For 
instance, sculptor Stewart Dickson 
declared, “Science brings us wide- 
bandwidth images from the fringes of 
human eweree. Seeing them is almost 
a spiritual experience. | have a drive to 
bring these to people.” 


Inexplicably, Hoet dismissed as “mere 
illustrations” the two-dimensional computer 
art in the FISEA exhibit most like fine 
printmaking. New software affords the 
artist everbetter ways to layer intimate, 

oetic images. In another medium, 

olography, Eduardo Kac created layers 
of meaning with letters, for instance, “for 
ever" changing into “or never." 


A talk on electronic clichés by Delle 
Maxwell and Annetie Weintraub drew 
blood: Anything too easy, too offen seen, 
like paint program effects or fractals, 
trivializes whatever it touches. | winced. 
I've seen certain science images that 
should be well-known for their beauty and 
meaning come from totally-ignored status 
to mere fads, passé before people even 
learn what they are. 


Maxwell and Weintraub derided the 
interactive art cliché, the “Look, Ma, I'm 
on TV!” gimmick that involves people but 
offers nothing else. Yet, sometimes 
people's egos create magic. Years ago, 
people went ‘way beyond Joseph 
Weizenbaum’s intentions when they 
began confiding their inmost secrets to his 
computer “therapist,” Eliza. (This horrified 
him). | was expecting something like this 
from the Catholic Turing Test by Gregory 
Garvey as | knelt at the mock 
confessional, but found myself taking a 
quiz: “How many times have you 
committed this sin?” Perfunctory! Lame 
satire, hardly magic. Nearby, a security 
guard who was Catholic fumed. He and 
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Craig Ede and his Exquisite Fax project. Photo by Mycrh. 


| had a long talk about desecration vs. 
constructive critique. (Should Catholics 
enjoy the same protection from ethnic 
insensitivity as native peoples?) 


Nearby, Sexual Jealousy by Sonya 
Rapoport, also quizzed people, but with 
penetrating questions on a hot subject 
they had probably never analysed. To 
learn more, | answered like several other 
people. In return, it offered insights 
accompanied by visuals ranging from 
Javanese puppets to Quicktime movie 
clips. Had the whole setup worked, | 
could have added my own audio 
comments and heard others. 


Roy Ascott claimed that in his interactive 
networked art events the people online 
created a kind of apparition that was the 
art. To download it and display it missed 
the point. Craig Ede, organizer of the fax 
art display, said “Ascott makes me feel 
almost guilty doing this, but it's my way to 
let artists everywhere crash the party.” 


Speaking about her recent virtual reality 
project at Banff, Brenda Laurel described 
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the arduous collaboration between 
theater people and technicians. She said 
“| want people to be able to change form 
quickly, like kindergartners at play. | want 
them to flap their wings and feel lke 
birds." The story was a kind of initiation 
journey in the “wilderness.” The people 
dressed in VR gear who crawled, flew 
and swam through it must have felt some 
magic. 


Steve Wilson’s talk promoted the role of 
artist as researcher, both as critic of the 
impact of technology on culture, and as 
explorer of the paths that technology can 
take by his or her ingenious art projects. 


One such critic, Rejane Spitz from Brazil, 
showed an average Brazilian using an 
automatic teller machine. ATMs are 
everywhere in Brazil, but most people are 
double illiterates: barely able to read, 
and computer-shy. She is concerned that 
canned technology coming to Third 
World countries produces a kind of 
indigestion. She made a plea for projects 
by artists that humanize compuiers. 


Perhaps the Interactive Plant Growing 
installation by Mignonneau and 
Sommerer at the exhibit did this. Ina 
darkened room, a fractal program 
“grew” wonderful plants on a giant 
screen, but only if the viewers caressed 
the potted plants near it. People 
experimented fo find the cause-and-effect 
relationship. Artistpsychologist George 
Shortess, speaking on similar projects he 
has done, said “I design environments 
that teach creative behavior.” 
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Other artists explored the computer's 
capacity to generate art, writing 
ada that make the computer into a 
tiend that inspires them. This was 
Symposium Director Roman Verostko’s 
approach. And his works' elegance, their 
sense of integrity needed no technical 
explanation. 


Jirgen Claus’ technology is not 
computers, but solar energy. Shaping 
culture is his aim, making solar vivid and 
beautiful to people through art, motivating 
them before our oil runs out. 


In Steve Wilson's words, these artists 
“keep watch on the cultural frontier.” | fel 
elated, enlarged by the art and 
discussions at the symposium. 
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